HIGHLIGHTS OF THE STEPS TAKEN BY THE

MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
(From 6" of April, 2008 to 30™ of April,2010)

SPORTS

Conference of State Ministers of Sports and Youth Affairs

Consultation with the State Governments is the best way to develop and implement

inclusive sports and youth policies in the country. These consultations enhance creative

cooperation and support in implementation of Central and Centrally sponsored

schemes. However, the meeting of State Ministers of Sports and Youth Affairs, meant

for this purpose, had not been held for many years. These meetings have been revived

now. The first conference was held on 09" July, 2008. Soon after the new UPA

Government was formed in May 2009, the second annual conference was organized on

3" August, 2009.

The meetings enabled the Ministry to receive feedback from States on the

implementation of the Ministry’s flagship scheme called ‘Panchayat Yuva Krida Aur Khel

Abhiyan’ (PYKKA). Useful inputs were also received on the promotion of sports among

disabled and the functioning of the Sports Authority of India. The joint effort of the

Centre and States will help promote ‘Sports for All’. The meetings have enhanced

productive dialogues and improved Centre-State relationship in the area of sports and

youth development.

Launch of the new National Rural Sports Programme: Panchayat Yuva Krida aur Khel

Abhiyan (PYKKA)



In order to provide universal access to sports and games, especially in rural areas, the
Government introduced a new scheme called ‘Panchayat Yuva Krida aur Khel Abhiyan
(PYKKA)" to promote mass participation in sports by providing basic sports facilities at
the grassroots level throughout the country. The scheme provides an outlay of Rs 1500
crore for the XI Plan Period. Apart from providing basic sports infrastructure and
equipment at panchayat level, the scheme funds the conduct of annual competitions, at

block, district, state and national level, leading broad-basing of sports.

The Minister also chaired three General Council meetings of PYKKA to provide guidance
and direction to the scheme. During the first two years of implementation of the
Scheme, 27,288 village panchayats and 850 block panchayats in 30 States have been
covered under PYKKA. Amount of Rs. 92.00 crore during 2009-09 and Rs. 135 crore
during 2009-10 was released to States towards creation of basic sports facilities and

holding sports competitions.

It is hoped that this new scheme of National Rural Sports will get us the champions from

the villages.

Convergence of PYKKA with other schemes

PYKKA scheme encourages convergence with different Central and State schemes for
meeting its objective. The scheme specifically suggests that funding from Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGREGA) should be tapped for undertaking

labour intensive work such as land leveling for the development of playfields.

The Ministry of Rural Development now has agreed in principle, to include activity of
development of playfields, construction of mini stadia in selected districts etc., among
others, under the MGREGA Scheme. All State Governments have welcomed this

development, and are expected to take full advantage of this. This will help dovetailing



of different Central schemes for better utilization of funds, as well as improved

outcomes.

Revival of Sports Infrastructure Scheme, initiated

There was a Scheme for development of sports infrastructure in the states, in which the
Central Government and the sponsoring agency in the state contributed funds in the
ratio 75:25 (90:10 for the North Eastern states). This helped in raising quality sports
infrastructure in many far-flung areas of the country. Sadly, this scheme was

discontinued on 1% April, 2005.

As a result, there were many partly completed sports infrastructure in the states, which
deserved further funding for completion. Upon assuming office, Minister personally
took the initiative to convince the Planning Commission to release an additional Rs.60

crores, so that the remaining work in these projects could be completed.

The State Sports Ministers unanimously desired re-introduction of such a scheme and

strongly endorsed the Ministry’s efforts during their second annual conference.

Ministry has taken further action to introduce a new centrally-sponsored scheme for
sports infrastructure in urban areas, and an amount of Rs. 150 crore has been provided
for it in the 2010-2011 budget. The objective of the new scheme is to create sports
facilities in urban areas and installing of synthetic surfaces to familiarize the players with
modern sports facilities right from the beginning of their sporting career so as to equip
them with appropriate skills and training, necessary for participation in international
competitions. Under the new scheme, grants will be provided to State

Governments/UTs, Local Statutory Bodies and Universities in urban areas.

Conduct of National Games



The National Games are allotted by the Indian Olympic Association (IOA), to a particular
state. Similarly, hosting of international events in India is bid for, by IOA. Such events
require Government to make considerable financial assistance. However, 34™ National
Games 2009, allotted to Jharkhand, which have already been given a grant of Rs.67
crores by the Central Government, were postponed repeatedly. But IOA has gone
ahead in allotting the next three editions of the games to Kerala, Goa and Chhattisgarh,

respectively

The present policy of allotment of National Games has been therefore re-examined.
IOA has been asked to consult the Ministry, on suitability and ability of the particular
State to host the Games. The Ministry would, in turn, undertake inter-ministerial

consultations, on the suitability and feasibility.

Similarly, IOA has been asked to consult the Government about suitability of
introduction of new events at a particular state, since this requires creation of new
sports facilities that require substantial financial assistance from the Government. This is
because of the fact that, sports infrastructure so developed, will find limited users in

that state e.g., use of ice-skating facilities in south India.

Grant of Additional Central Assistance (ACA) of Rs. 110 crore to Kerala Government for
conduct of 35" National Games

The National Games in Kerala was scheduled for May, 2010 as the last major domestic

event before Commonwealth Games, 2010.

It was found that it may be difficult for Kerala to bear the entire cost of upgrading sports
facilities from its own resources. After sending a Central Assessment team to Kerala to
examine the requirement of central assistance, Minister recommended the case for

grant of additional funds of Rs.110 crores.



Based on this recommendation, Planning Commission has approved Rs.110 crores to
Kerala as Additional Central Assistance. The grant would be utilized towards up-
gradation of existing sports infrastructure, laying and development of playing surfaces
and procurement of sports equipments, conduct of National Games including opening

and closing ceremonies.

This measure will not only raise the bar for improvement of performance of athletes,

but will also leave an enduring sports legacy in Kerala.

7. National Playing Fields Association of India (NPFAI)

India has a very large population of children, who need open spaces for playing and a
wholesome growth. It was felt that open playing areas used by children, especially in
urban areas, were fast disappearing and falling prey to diversion of land use for
construction and also to encroachment. At present, out of 700 million plus youth, hardly
50 million have access to playing fields and other sports facilities. There is a dearth of

both community playing fields and playgrounds in schools and colleges.

With his knowledge of the successful efforts of the Fields in Trust organization in the
U.K., in combating this problem, Minister initiated formation of the National Playing
Fields Association of India (NPFAI) in February 2009, with the main objective to develop,
promote, protect and expand playing fields and open spaces in the country. Minister is
the Chairman of the society, and eminent persons such as F.S. Nariman, Bishan Singh
Bedi, P.T. Usha, Indu Puri and Cdr. Nandy Singh and Bhaichung Butia are members of the
Society. After formation of UPA Government in 2009, a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) has been signed between the NPFAI and Fields in Trust (FIT) in August 2009, to
benefit from the successful experience of the 80-year old FIT. In the UK., FIT has
significantly contributed to give statutory protection to playing fields and outdoor

recreational land. FIT team visited Delhi and made an assessment of playing fields and
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open spaces in the city, with the aim to use its expertise to select and develop a few
model grounds. Minister met with the Duke of Edinburgh, who is the Chief Patron of
FIT, in London, to take the partnership to a greater level. The Duke has assured support

to implement the objectives of the NPFAI.

Minister has already requested the Delhi Government to protect the open spaces for
use of children and the disabled. Ministry of Urban Development has also been
requested to create a legal framework mandating all new residential developments to

reserve space for playgrounds.

The concept was also introduced by the Minister, to the State Governments, during the
National Conference of State Sports Ministers held during August, 2009. States were
requested to form similar PFAs, for which draft documents have been given to them, to

carry forward the mission.

The mission of the Playing Fields association is to create a national level body, with
state-level bodies federated to it, which will function as a strong pressure group, to
reclaim and increase the recreational open spaces in urban areas, which are being lost

to the youth of India.

Community sports facilities as part of Legacy Plan under Commonwealth Games, 2010,
established

Many existing sports facilities have been taken away temporarily from the people of
Delhi, for preparation for CWG 2010. Therefore, to benefit the students and the
community, a new initiative has been taken up to establish community sports facilities
in government schools, colleges and a few residential areas. An amount of Rs. 15 crore
has been sanctioned for around 30 sports facilities viz., laying of synthetic surface for

Tennis, Basketball courts, Hockey fields, construction of Swimming pools and



procurement of fitness equipment etc. This initiative is expected to boost the

development of sports, games and physical fitness programmes in those areas.

Also, since Government of India is spending about Rs.3000 crores in creating world-class
sports stadiums, a Legacy Plan is under preparation to prevent them from falling into
disuse. The objective is to have an Activity Plan to make the stadiums financially self-

sustaining.

Measures to increase transparency of affairs and accountability of National Sports
Federations (NSFs)

Central Government provides considerable funds to the recognized National Sports
Federations, to conduct national camps and for participation of national teams in major
competitions. Therefore, as public bodies, the National Sports Federations are
accountable for their expenditure, programmes, achievements and accounts to the
people of India. At the same time the Government is responsible to the Parliament and
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India. It is only proper that the reforms be
carried out in all aspects of management of sports by sports bodies, which are

accountable to the people of India regarding their affairs.

e Recognition of National Sports Federations (NSFs)
Though NSFs are required to submit annual account statements to the Government,
many of them have defaulted regularly. Concerted action has now been undertaken by
the Ministry to collect and maintain the data/documents with regard to legal, financial,
management and operational status of NSFs. For the first time, a mandatory annual
recognition procedure for the NSFs has been introduced, with effect from January 2010.
Only those NSFs, who will submit the requisite documents, including financial
statements, prescribed by the Ministry, will be granted fresh recognition certificate in
2010. As a result, most of the NSFs have submitted the latest documents, some after a

gap of many years. Subsequent annual renewal will be subject to submission of the
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annual report & audited accounts and other details. So far, around 40 NSFs have been

granted recognition for the current year.

e Sports Federations covered under Right to Information Act

The Ministry has always taken the stand that the Indian Olympic Association (I0A),
which is the apex Sports Federation in India, is covered under RTI Act. However, this
position was contested by IOA before the Courts. The Ministry submitted a strong
affirmative affidavit, stating that in view of the substantial funding by Government, IOA
is liable under RTI Act as a “public authority”. Now the High Court of Delhi, on 7™ of
January, 2010 has endorsed the contention of the Government. With the Delhi High
Court concurring with this stand, the Ministry has declared I0A, the Organizing
Committee for CWG 2010 as “public authority” covered under RTI Act and has directed

them to immediately comply with the procedural requirements of the RTI Act.

National Sports Federations receiving grants Rs. 10 lakh and above have also been
declared as public authorities under RTI Act and have been asked to comply with the

provisions of the Act.

e Holding of Free, Fair and Transparent elections by the NSFs

All Sports Federations are required to follow a democratic process to elect their office
bearers. However, it was observed that the actual processes in many cases were far
from acceptable. All efforts are being made by the Ministry to ensure that the conduct
of elections within NSFs are held in a fair, democratic and transparent manner, which is
acceptable to the people of India. Basic core principles include a well defined election
schedule; appointment of an independent Returning Officer; notification of valid voters
list (Electoral College) and list of contestants; and holding of elections by way of secret

ballot.



10.

Thus, the Ministry has given conditional recognition to Hockey India, subject to carrying
out a fair and transparent exercise of setting up unified bodies at state level; affiliating
them with the national association; and holding free, fair and transparent elections to
HI. The Ministry appointed Shri S.K. Mendiratta, Legal Advisor to Election Commission,
as the Government Election Observer, and also laid down the core principles for the

conduct of elections. The process is being closely monitored.

What applies to Hockey India applies to all NSFs.

e Calendar of activities for sporting events

NSFs have also been asked to draw the calendar of their activities for the next year so as
to enable players/States units, Association of Indian Universities (AlU) and School

Games Federation of India to plan their participation and sporting activities.

These measures will improve planning of operations and transparency in the NSFs,
which have been bestowed with the high responsibility of improvement of Indian

sports.

Out of Pocket Allowance for athletes participating in international sports events

During many international tournaments abroad, boarding and lodging is provided to the
sportspersons. However, as there was no provision for any pocket allowance during
international events, the sportspersons - many of whom come from humble
backgrounds — cannot afford to meet their daily petty expenses. This had a great
demoralizing effect on athletes and coaches participating in international tournaments.
To correct this anomaly, Minister has approved of provision of pocket allowance upto
US S 25 per day, to each member of the Indian Contingent participating in major

international sports events, abroad.



11.

12.

This has provided great succour to the athletes, and improved morale.

Measures to combat fraud in age of players in junior levels

Concealment of actual age in order to participate in competitions meant for lower age
groups is rampant in many sports. Sports Federations have not, in general, succeeded in

controlling these incidents.

After taking note of incidents of cheating in disclosure of age by some athletes in junior
age-group events, and to ensure fair play, specific guidelines have been issued to NSFs
to take appropriate measures to check age fraud. This has been done on the same lines
as anti-doping measures, as both amounts to cheating, which violate the basic spirit of

sports.

NSFs have been directed to issue identity cards to National Athletes following due
procedures, including appeal procedures. Production of athlete identity card for
participation in national and state competitions and in selection trials for international

competitions has been made mandatory with effect from 01.04.2010.

State Governments have been also advised to adopt the same procedures in respect of

State Government Sports bodies.

This is expected to considerably resolve the controversial issue of age-fraud in sports,

and promote fairness.

Reforms carried out to facilitate availability of imported equipment

The Ministry has been making efforts to provide the best equipments to athletes. Based
on recommendations of the Ministry, the Finance Ministry has extended customs duty

exemption on import of sports goods and other requirements for training purposes such
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as synthetic playing surfaces, fitness equipment, sports medicine equipment, sports
apparel and dope-testing equipment. National Sports Federations have also now been
allowed to import goods, on behalf of their affiliated state/district bodies, both for

competition and training purposes.

Liberalization and Rationalization of procedures for import of equipment for Shooters

India has emerged as a major competitor in Shooting, and the top Indian Shooters are
regularly winning medals at leading international competitions. To keep it up, and to
further improve the position, it is important to make quality equipments easily available

to the shooters.

The existing procedure for import of arms and ammunition by renowned shooters was
very time consuming, causing delays, which often led to escalation of cost of import, as
well as shortages of weapons/ammunition and thereby, adversely affected the training
and practice regime of Renowned Shooters. Furthermore, the guidelines for resale of
weapons imported by renowned shooters were unduly restrictive and hampered the

development of sport of Shooting.

The present practice of routing import license applications through the Ministry has
been dispensed. A Renowned Shooter can now directly apply to the Regional Authority
of Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), after obtaining the recommendations of

National Rifle Association of India. This will make the import procedures easy.

The practice of the Ministry issuing "Custom Duty Exemption Certificate' has also been
dispensed with, and a suitable provision has been made for automatic grant of custom-
duty exemption on imported equipment and ammunition on the basis of self-

certification by the renowned shooter, along with the documentary evidence.
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15.

Renowned Shooters have been allowed higher quota for import of ammunition with
custom duty exemption, for facilitating practice. The quota for ammunition has been
increased to 15000 (one event), 20000 (for two events) and 25000 (for more than 2

events), annually.

Renowned Shooters have been further facilitated to import of latest weapons, free of
customs duty, upto a maximum holding of 5 such weapons. Renowned Shooter have
been allowed to sell such weapons once he/she meets the minimum duration of use
condition i.e. 5 years in the case of Renowned Shooter, and 3 years in the case of a
Shooter who qualifies as a Renowned Shooter, for three consecutive years. The
Renowned Shooter can sell the weapons to any shooter, who is a valid license holder,

and registered with District/State/National Rifle Association.

Selection of Team through Trials for International Events

It was noted that, while in international practice, the teams are chosen through trials,
shortly before the competitions; in India, few sportspersons with past reputation, were
automatically booking places, even when their current performance was below par.
NSFs have been advised to follow robust selection criteria, including properly supervised

trials, wherever necessary.

This will ensure that only the best, currently, are sent, and new emerging talent will get

a chance to participate in the international competitions.

Policy for representing India, in International sports/games

The Minister observed that due to absence of any national policy, each sports
federation was adopting different criteria for selecting Indian Teams, for international
competitions. It was also noticed that in some cases, people with foreign passports play

for India, although Indian law allows only one passport for its citizen. In the hearing of a

12



16.

writ petition, the High Court of Delhi directed the Central Government, to formulate a
national policy. After consulting all National Sports Federations (NSFs), the Ministry
took a decision that sports persons with Indian passports only will henceforth represent

the country in international competitions and march under Indian flag.

As a result of this policy, Indian talents are now getting a chance to represent the

country and bring glory, especially in tennis and swimming.

Encouraging Football

India was at 4™ position in Football in the Melbourne Olympics, 1956. Now we have
slipped to 130" position. Minister has been trying hard, through various means, to

encourage football and give it a greater national profile.

e Assistance to development of football at junior level

The Subroto Mukherjee Cup Football Tournament is the only national football
tournament at the school-level, and it is the crucible of young talent. The Ministry was
providing assistance of Rs. 5 lakh every year to the Air Force Sports Control Board.
Considering the requirement for the game to grow forward and the Board’s efforts in
organizing the Subroto Cup Tournaments, successfully for the last 50 years, Minister has
sanctioned an additional assistance of Rs. 20 lakhs. He has also increased the annual

support to this event to Rs. 25 lakhs from the earlier Rs. 5 lakhs.

e Promoting the cause of Football
Minister has attended the finals of the Subroto Cup and both the opening and closing
matches of the Durand Cup and Nehru Cup 2009, to highlight Government’s

encouragement to Football.

e Supporting football stars of yesteryears
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Financial assistance of Rs.1.5 lakhs each had been provided in February 2009, to the
surviving members of the Indian Football team who famously reached the semi-finals of

1956 Olympics, the last Indian team to have reached this level.

Special efforts were made to also trace the widows of the players who have since

expired, and the same benefits have now been provided to the widows as well.
Special Focus on Hockey

Although Hockey is the national game of India, the performance of India in Hockey
remained lacklustre, due to various reasons. While sports lovers in the country were
very much disappointed in India’s failure to get an Olympic berth in Hockey, it reached
its bottom when a TV operation exposed the corruption by a high IHF official in Chennai.
In swift reaction to this incident, the Minister took the following short-term and long-

term steps for revival of Hockey.

Endorsed the Olympic Committee decision to derecognise Indian Hockey

Federation (IHF) and appoint Ad-Hoc Committee to oversee Hockey in India.

e Restored Hockey from low level of ‘Others’ category to highest level of ‘Priority’
category in terms of funding and support by Government. This provided much

higher funding, international exposure and visits to hockey players.

e Set up a Technical Committee of past hockey Olympians to look into the issue of

training turfs in hockey.

e Based on the recommendation of the Technical Committee, the Ministry

sanctioned 20 half turf synthetic training surfaces in the first phase in various

tier-1l cities and SAI centres to give boost to hockey in rural areas.

e Inaugurated Asian Junior Hockey Championship at Hyderabad, to lend support to
the tournament. After a long time, India won both the Hyderabad, and Azlan

Shah Cup Hockey Tournament in Malaysia, in 2008.
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Appointed an international master coach Mr. Jose Brasa as the Chief Coach for

the National Men’s Hockey Team w.e.f May 2009. Mr. Brasa has been assured of
all help i.e., technical, equipment and support staff for preparing the Indian

Hockey Team. This was possible due to special interest taken by the Minister.

During meeting with the Minister, Mr. Leandro Negre, President, Federation of
International Hockey (FIH) apprised him, that India should have a properly
elected body for the management of hockey. Mr. Negre also informed the
Minister that, as is the practice world over, there should be only one Federation,
to look after both men’s and women’s hockey in India. The Minister took
immediate action on both the matters and meetings were held with 10A to
initiate action for merger of the Women’s Hockey with the Men’s Hockey and

fair for and transparent election to unified body i.e., Hockey India.

Recently Hockey India has informed, that although FIH has fixed the last date for
holding the elections as 31st May, 2010, after resolving the disputes and after
seeking extension from FIH, Hockey India is hopeful of holding the elections in

the middle of June, 2010.
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Pension to Medal Winners, doubled

There had been much criticism of government apathy towards our past sports achievers,

such as P T Usha, and others, as they were getting a meager amount of Rs 4,000/- p.m.

as pension to meritorious sportspersons. Therefore, the rates of pension for medalists

were increased by two folds, w.e.f. 1.7.2008.

S. Category of Meritorious Sportspersons Existing Enhanced
rate rate
s of s of
pens pens
ion ion
(Rs (Rs/
/pm pm)
1 Medallists at the Olympic Games 5,000 10,000
2 Gold Medallists at the World cup/World 4,000 8,000
Championships in Olympic and Asian
Games disciplines
3 Silver and Bronze medallists at the World 3,500 7,000
Cup/World Championships in Olympic and
Asian Games disciplines
4 Gold medallists of the Asian/Commonwealth 3,500 7,000
Games
5 Silver and Bronze medallists of the 3,000 6,000
Asian/Commonwealth Games
6 Gold medallists of Para Olympic Games 2,500 5,000
7 Silver medallists of Para Olympic Games 2,000 4,000
8 Bronze medallists of Para Olympic Games 1,500 3,000
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20.

Following the enhancement, the Ministry received a large number of letters of

appreciation and gratitude, from common people, and sportspersons, alike.

At present, 525 sportspersons are drawing pension under this Scheme.

Award money increased for Olympic medal winners

After the best ever performance of India, at the Beijing Olympics, the Ministry organized
special reception, to the Olympic medal winners, and arranged their visits, to high
dignitaries in Delhi. After discussion, with the Prime Minister, the award money for

Olympic medal winners was increased as follows.

S.no. Category Award money Award money
Earlier increased

1 Gold Medalist in Olympics Rs 30 lakhs Rs 50 lakhs

2 Silver Medalist in Olympics Rs 18 lakhs Rs 30 lakhs

3 Bronze Medalist in Olympics Rs 12 lakhs Rs 20 lakhs

Shri Abhinav Bindra, Shri Vijender Singh, and Shri Sushil Kumar were handed over the

cheques, by the Minister in a special ceremony, held in the Ministry.

Award Money of National Sports & Adventure Awards enhanced

The award money for the National Sports & Adventure Awards had not been increased
for many years. To retain the value of financial component of the awards, the Ministry

has enhanced the award money of all national awards.
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21.

Sl. Name of the Award Existing Award Enhanced
money Award
money
1. Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award Rs 5 lakhs Rs 7.5 lakhs
2. Arjuna Award Rs 3 lakhs Rs 5 lakhs
3. Dronacharya Award Rs 3 lakhs Rs 5 lakhs
4, Dhyan Chand Award Rs 3 lakhs Rs 5 lakhs
5. Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Rs 3 lakhs Rs 5 lakhs
Award

The measures would go a long way in boosting up the morale of sportspersons.

Increase in the financial assistance to meritorious ex-sports persons

The Ministry has a scheme of National Welfare Fund for Sportspersons, under which

financial assistance is provided to meritorious sports persons/coaches, who get injured/

incapacitated, for their medical treatment. The amount of assistance was not revised,

for many years. Therefore, the Scheme has been reviewed and the following decisions

have been taken.

Definition of ‘Outstanding sportsperson’ simplified and liberalized.

Eligibility ceiling for sportspersons in indigent circumstances revised from Rs
36,000 per annum to Rs 2 lakh per annum.

Assistance for fatal injury to sportspersons raised from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh and
for other injury from Rs 40,000 to Rs 2 lakh

Pension for permanent incapacitated sports person increased from Rs 2,500 per
month to Rs 10,000 per month.

Pension in other cases enhanced from Rs 2000 per month to Rs 8000 per month
Assistance to families of indigent sportspersons increased from Rs 40,000 to Rs 2
lakh

Assistance for medical treatment increased from Rs 40,000 to Rs 2 lakh
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22.

e Assistance to eminent coaches, referees, and umpires enhanced from Rs 20,000

to Rs 50,000.

As a result, pension rates of existing 30 pensioners were enhanced substantially.

The Scheme has now been further reviewed and the provision of pension for new
applicants has been done away with. The Scheme now provides for lump sum ex-gratia
assistance to be given to sportspersons of yesteryears or to their families for medical
treatment etc. During 2009-10, Financial assistance of Rs.3 lakhs has been provided to
the widow of the legendary late Shri Makhan Singh, Gold Medalist in 4 x 400 mtrs relay
race and Silver medalist in 400 mtrs in 1962 Jakarta Asian Games; Rs.3 lakhs to Shri J.
Sreedharan , Boxing coach, for his medical treatment as he has been paralyzed since last
2 years; and Rs. 1.5 lakh each to widows of six members of the Indian football Team
that took part in Melbourne Olympics, 1956; Rs. 1.50 lakh to Shri Prabir Sarkar, a
physically handicapped sportsperson, for procurement of an artificial limb and Rs. 1 lakh
to Shri M. Bharathan, a former football player, living now in indigent conditions. Earlier,
in February 2009, nine surviving members of the Indian Football Team had also been
given financial assistance of Rs. 1.5 lakh each. Several other deserving retired

sportspersons have been granted with ex-gratia assistance under this scheme.

With these measures, Government is trying to raise national consciousness towards
sportsmen, while communicating to the sportsmen that the nation recognizes their

contribution and cares for them.

Reforms in Special Cash Awards to victorious sportsmen, to avoid delays

The Ministry gives several awards and other incentives to recognize outstanding sports
persons/coaches. Apart from Sports awards such as, Arjuna Award, Rajiv Gandhi Khel

Ratna Award, Dronacharya Award and Maulana Abdual Kalam Azad Trophy, the Ministry
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has been awarding Special Cash Awards, ranging from Rs.75, 000/- to Rs. 50 lakh, to
medal winners in International Sports Events like Olympics, Asiad and Commonwealth
Games. It has been a matter of concern that sportsmen who bring glory to the country

are given their due financial rewards, very late.

The Scheme of Special Cash Awards has now been revised to ensure timely release of

cash awards to all whom it is due.

Rationalization of National Sports Awards Schemes

Schemes of National Sports Awards viz., Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, Arjuna Award,
Dronacharya Award and Dhyan Chand Award have been reviewed keeping in view the
recommendations of a Committee constituted for this purpose. The Ministry has made

following amendments:

(i) There will be only one award every year in the category of Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award to be given to an individual sportsperson. This condition will be relaxed only
in exceptional circumstances viz., winning of an Olympic medal.

(ii) The principle of one award per discipline in respect of Arjuna Award has been
removed in respect of team sports and across gender. Arjuna Awards exceeding 15
in number may be allowed with proper justification and approval of Minister of
Youth Affairs & Sports.

(iii) The three year limitation for conferment of Arjuna Award posthumously has been
removed.

(iv) In respect of Dronacharya Award, out of the 5 awards, 2 awards have been
earmarked for lifetime contribution in coaching. Further, the present restrictive
clause that the coach should have trained the athlete in question during the
immediate two years preceding the performance has been removed. Now, overall
view of value addition by the coach in the outstanding achievements of his/her

disciples/trainees will be taken. Further, nominated coach will have to submit details
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of periods for which he/she coached the disciple(s) in question against whose
performance he/she is seeking the Award.

(v) Government will have the right to nominate any deserving sportsperson/coach, in all
categories of National Sports Awards, who has been left out or not nominated by
any of the nominating agencies.

(vi) There will be a minimum two years gap before a member other than ex-officio is re-
nominated as chairperson or member in the Selection Committees.

(vii)  Sports administrators category has been broad-based to include reputed persons
from private sports academies for nomination as members in the Selection
Committees.

(viii)  Any person directly or indirectly related to a sportsperson/coach nominated for
the Awards shall not be eligible to participate in deliberations of the Selection
Committee, concerning that sportsperson.

(ix) To ensure that only the sportspersons with a clean record are nominated by the
concerned nominating authorities, the nominating authorities will now be required
to certify in the nomination forms itself that the nominees are clear from
vigilance/disciplinary angles and are not involved in acts of criminal and moral

turpitude nature.

Re-designing of the Statuettes and Trophies for National Sports Awards

The statuettes for the National Sports and Adventure Award were designed many years
ago. It was noted that the statuettes were heavy and not of desirable quality. They were
encased in cumbersome plastic cases, making it inelegant and awkward for H.E. the
President of India, to hold and present the awards. Further, the existing design of
statuettes for the Arjuna Award, Dronacharya Award, Dhyan Chand Award and Tenzing
Norgay Adventure Award were quite outdated, and in urgent need of an exciting

contemporary, sleek and aesthetic makeover.
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26.

After a nation-wide search for acceptable new designs, Minister has entrusted the task
to a University Professor of sculpture Dr.Gajendra Sahu, from Odisha for creating new

vibrant designs that would look as sleek and rich as the Oscar Award statuettes.

The newly designed statuettes for Arjuna Award, Dronacharya Award, Dhyan Chand
Award and Tenzing Norgay Adventure Award retain the traditional symbolism, while
depicting the human aspiration for excellence and achievement embodied in the
sporting endeavor, in a modern international sensibility. The statuettes are now cast in
rich burnished bronze. The re-designed medal for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is now
gilt-edged to highlight the unique achievement of the recipient, and embodies the

prestige and honour associated with the award.

Recognition to Industries who support Sports

It was felt that Industry must adequately supplement Government’s efforts. On the
other hand, Government was not giving adequate recognition to those industries that

helped sports and sportsmen.

Therefore, the Trophy for Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar was introduced from 2009,
awarded by the President along with the National sports Awards, with a view to
recognizing the contribution made to sports development by entities other than
sportspersons and coaches, and to encourage them. The Trophy has been designed as a
torch, which is a celebration of life and continuous human endeavor for higher

achievements in Sports.

MAKA Trophy Award criteria, rationalized

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy is given to the winners of the Inter-University

tournaments, where over 300 Universities participate.
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The existing regulations for selection of MAKA Trophy were framed in 1956-57. They
were being abused by some participating Universities, to get higher marks. Some
disputes were also arising between Universities over method of calculation of marks for
selection of MAKA Trophy award, under these regulations. Recognizing the need for
reforming the existing procedures, Minister constituted two-level Committees to make
the selection procedures more efficient, for the award. The Committee, chaired by the
Secretary General of Association of Indian Universities (AlU), comprising of eminent
sportspersons, imparted an expert modern viewpoint. The regulations have accordingly
been recast, to make it fair and free from abuse. It is expected that the MAKA Awards

will now be free of controversy.

From 2009 onwards, a miniature replica of the rolling MAKA Trophy is being given to the

Winner University for retention.

The Prize money for MAKA trophy was already enhanced during 2008, from Rs.2 lakhs
to Rs.10 lakhs.

The revision of regulations for selection procedure has brought about more
transparency and accountability in the selection for award of ‘Maulana Abdul Kalam
Azad (MAKA) Trophy’ 09. It also promotes a dope-free sporting culture in Inter-

University sports.

Strengthening of Sports Authority of India

e Engagement of coaches in SAI

The National Coaching Scheme, run by Sports Authority of India, had 1600 coaches till
the year 1992. The numbers have reduced to 1289 due to retirement, attrition etc.
Meanwhile, SAl has added many more centres and disciplines (increased from 30 to 57

disciplines since 1992). The need and demand for coaches have grown up sharply over
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time. However, no fresh recruitments for coaches have been made since then. As a

result, there was acute shortage of coaches in the Sports Authority of India.

Even as efforts are being made to increase the number of coaches in SAl through re-
commencement of recruitment, Minister has approved of immediate engagement of
100 coaches on contract basis, to mitigate the crippling shortage. Efforts are being made
to add another 200 coaches expeditiously on contract basis, to strengthen SAI training

programmes.

e Increase in modern sports facilities
Creation of additional modern facilities all across the country is the best way to raise the
standard of athletic performance. Commonwealth Games 2010 provides a great
opportunity and requirement for expanding activities and infrastructure of Sports

Authority of India (SAI).

Minister has taken several initiatives in these lines for transformation of sports in India.
As part of the exercise of prioritization of the infrastructure projects, new synthetic
hockey turfs at Jalandhar (Rs. 3.35 crore), Gandhinagar (Rs.2.00 crores), Sonepat
(Rs.2.52 crore), Shilaroo (Rs.3.53 crore), Sundergarh(Rs.2.90crore) and Kolkata (Rs.2.50
crore) were sanctioned. Similarly, Synthetic Athletic tracks were sanctioned at Patiala,
Sonepat (Rs.59 lakhs), Gandhinagar (Rs.3.50 crore) and Tarn Taran (Rs. 4.93 crore).
Multi-purpose Hall at Guwahati (Rs.4.01 crore) will be ready soon. A SAIl sub-centre at

Hazaribagh will be opened.

Infrastructure of SAl is being augmented substantially, in preparation for the CWG 2010
and Asian Games 2010. The budgetary allocation of SAl has jumped from Rs.160 Crores
in 2009-2010 to Rs.321crores for 2010-11. Rs.85 crores have been pumped in to
upgrade SAl Hostels. Large Sports Hostels have been created at SAl Centres at Bhopal,

Patiala, and Bangalore.
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For rapid improvement of standard of hockey, it is imperative that more synthetic
playing turfs be developed. Ministry has adopted a policy of providing training turfs, as

this will create a large number of facilities for training at less cost.

Opening of the new building of SAl Headquarters

After 25 years of its functioning, the new building of the SAl Headquarters was opened
on 27™ of February 2009, by the Minister. The modern building is located at a vantage
point near the Jawaharlal Nehru stadium, adjacent to the new NDTL building. It will be

the hub for promoting all sporting activities in future.

North East Campus of Lakshmibai National University of Physical Education (LNUPE),

Gwalior opened

India has one Sports University in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. It needs to have more.
North Eastern states of India are very sensitive parts of the country. Therefore, to give a
fillip to the contribution of North Eastern States to sports, a North East Campus of
Lakshmibai National University of Physical Education (LNUPE), Gwalior, has been
established, to be located at Guwahati, Assam, from the current academic year (i.e.,

2009-10).

Pending actual setting up the North East Campus at Guwahati, it has started functioning
from Gwalior with a strength of 27 students (20 males & 7 females) in first year of the
four year integrated B.P.Ed (graduation degree). The standards and methods of
selection of candidates for admission to the North East campus are the same as those

being adopted for selection to the seats in the main Gwalior campus of LNUPE.

Soon the Campus will be shifted to Guwahati, and the total strength of the NE Campus

will rise to 200 seats within the next four years.
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30.

This will make available a quality human development resource available to the people

of the North Eastern region of India.

Strengthening of National Dope Testing Laboratory

Instances of doping in sports have become a matter of increasing concern across the
world. Till 2009, we were sending samples abroad for testing, at great cost. It was
necessary to establish a quick, reliable and economical dope-testing facility in India to
effectively control the menace. The Minister’'s commitment to dope-free sports under
the motto “Medals with Honour” has imparted the necessary push in this direction.
With this background, high priority was given to set up National Dope Testing
Laboratory (NDTL), a world-class drug testing laboratory in New Delhi. NDTL has been
accredited by World Anti Doping Agency (WADA) on 21°% September, 2009. Now we can

test samples in our own country in a reliable and inexpensive manner.

NDTL strictly follows the international testing protocols. It has signed a contract with the
International Doping Test and Management (IDTM), Stockholm, which will enable NDTL
to conduct testing of 300 samples annually from Sweden and elsewhere. It has also
received samples from Muscat and Pakistan for out-of-competition testing. The other
international agencies from Nepal, Iran, Kuwait, Doha, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have
also shown interest in NDTL for testing of samples. Experts from WADA accredited labs
in London, Rome and Cologne are visiting NDTL for scientific support, which will help in

constant upgradation of skills and techniques of our lab personnel.

NDTL will be testing all samples for sportspersons for Commonwealth games, 2010, and

also of cricketers in the Indian Premier League.
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In order to meet the demands of the forthcoming Commonwealth Games (CWG) 2010
and also to increase the Annual sample testing capacity from existing 2000 to 5000 in
2010, a comprehensive Action Plan, for upgradation of testing technology, recruitment
of manpower, availability of foreign experts during CWG 2010 and setting up of new
testing methods, as per the WADA guidelines, has been prepared. With the pro-active
support of the Minister, all required technology, equipment and manpower have been
provided to NDTL. The capacity building will facilitate the NDTL to cater to the needs of
our country as well as foreign countries, for testing of samples. As per the areas
identified by NDTL for the guidance/assistance during the CWG 2010, confirmation has
been received from 18 international experts to be in NDTL for supporting the testing

programme for the CWG 2010.

The objective is to create a world-class facility, which will cater not only to the Asian
region, but also as a competitive alternative to western laboratories.

National Anti Doping Agency

The various Committees, as required under the Anti Doping Rules, i.e. the Anti Doping
Disciplinary Panel, the Anti Doping Appeal Panel and the Therapeutic Use Exemption
Committee have been constituted in 2009 by inducting eminent medical experts, and
sports persons and eminent Jurists and they have become fully functional. The Anti
Doping rules of NADA, which are compliant with the Anti Doping Code of World Anti
Doping Agency (WADA), have been finalized after wide consultation with the Indian
Olympic Association and National Sports Federations and have now come into effect

from 1" January 2009.

In order to strengthen the anti-doping measures and at the same time to give fair

treatment to sportspersons, the Ministry has taken the following measures;
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33.

e Specific protocols for treatment, testing, and hearing of elite players, in
international events has been prescribed. Specific mention has been made in

the protocol, to treat elite players, with due respect.

e Doping procedure made transparent, accountable, and time bound. It has now
been made sure, that the player is kept informed at every stage of the dope

testing, and reporting.

Formulation of the Scheme for Sports and Games for the Disabled

Persons with disabilities have been increasingly participating in sports events. Some of
them have emerged triumphant in international events. But so far, India did not have a
policy for the sports for disabled persons. Considering the importance of providing
opportunities for the disabled in sports, a Scheme for Promotion of Sports and Games
for the Disabled has been formulated, for the first time. The objective of the Scheme is

the broad-basing of participative sports among the disabled.

The Scheme of Sports & Games for the Disabled extends support through grants for
sports coaching and purchase of consumables & non-consumable sports equipment for
Schools; for training of coaches; and for holding District, State & National level

competitions for the disabled.

The successful implementation of the Scheme will go a long way in integration of the

disabled in the mainstream of the society.

Sports Promotion in Ladakh , Manipur and Lahaul & Spiti

Minister visited Ladakh and interacted with youths, sports persons, mountaineers, in
that region. Consequently, the following decisions were taken for promotion of sports,

in Ladakh.
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Grant of Rs. 2.5 lakhs sanctioned for the Ladakh Polo Tournament, which is
unique in the country.

Supply of equipments, for Archery, Fencing, Ice Hockey and Figure Skating to
sports club in Ladakh.

Provisions made for grant for Ice Hockey Tournament at Leh, the only one of its
kind in the country. Rs.2.00 lakhs, has been sanctioned for conducting
tournaments.

Organisation, of two National Integration Camps, in Leh & Nubra Valley, and
sending more number of youth from Ladakh region to different parts of the
country.

Rs. 25,000/- has been sanctioned to Ms. Padma Chorol, a girl of 12 years, in the
Moravian School, who is an outstanding figure skater, with potential, under
National Sports Development Fund, of the Ministry.

An amount of Rs.one lakh, sanctioned to Tsering Ladol, a student of class XII, in
Govt. Girls Senior Secondary School, Leh, who climbed Mt. Everest, as a member
of NCC expedition team. Ms Ladol has been sent by the Ministry, to Korea, as a
member of Indian Youth delegation from 16™ to 25" of October 2008.

Grant of Rs.2.5 lakh sanctioned for the traditional polo played in Manipur.

Rs.5 lakhs sanctioned for developing skiing and mountaineering in Lahaul & Spiti
(J&K).
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PREPARATIONS FOR CWG 2010

Construction of Stadiums

Though the agreement for hosting the Commonwealth Games 2010 was signed in 2003,

the construction of stadiums, for the Games, commenced very late, in the case of

some major stadiums in mid 2008, after the Minister, upon assuming office, took

meetings and decisions on each of them.

Minister took up the matter on priority. He has regularly monitored the progress of

constructions. He also made many personal visits to stadia and other games venues to

resolve bottlenecks on the spot, through discussions and fast decision making.

Ministry officials were mandated to monitor each stadium on weekly basis, by site visits.

As a result, the progress of work has picked up rapidly.

A bird’s eye view of the status of preparation of the Competition Venues is shown below:

S.

Competition Venue Agency Complel;:ir;
1. Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Ranges SAI/CPWD Completed
2. MDC National Stadium- Hockey SAI/CPWD Completed
3. Thyagraj Sports Complex - Netball Govt. of Delhi Completed
4. Talkatora Stadium - Boxing NDMC Completed
5. Yamuna Sports Complex - Archery DDA Completed
6. Big-Bore Shooting, Kaderpur CRPF/CPWD Completed
7. JN Sports Complex - Lawn Bowl SAI/CPWD Completed
8. DU - Main Ground - Rugby7s DU Completed
9. IG Sports Complex - Gymnastics SAI/CPWD Completed
10. IG Sports Complex - Wrestling SAI/CPWD Completed
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11. | RK Khanna Tennis Stadium AITA 30-Apr-10
" Siri FortSZp:jzrst; Complex-Badminton & DDA 31-May-10
13. IG Sports Complex - Cycling SAI/CPWD 31-May-10
14. JN Sports Complex - Weightlifting SAI/CPWD 31-May-10
15. | SPM Swimming Pool Complex SAI/CPWD 31-May-10
16. | Yamuna Sports Complex — Table Tennis | DDA 15-Jun-10
17. | JN Sports Complex - Athletics SAI/CPWD 30-Jun-10

The Government of India has invested Rs.4460 Crores in creating Competition and

Training Venues for Commonwealth Games.

Test events for the CWG 2010 have already been held successfully at Major Dhyan
Chand(MDC) National Hockey Stadium and Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range. Both of
these facilities are arguably among the best in the world.Test events have been held
also at CRPF Big Bore Rifle Shooting Range,Rugby 7s stadium at Delhi University,

Talkotara Boxing stadium and the Siri Fort Sports Complex.

Budget provided by Government of India for CWG 2010

Government of India has provided lavish and unstinting support, after due verification,
to make the CWG 2010 a grand success, in keeping with India’s rightful place in the
comity of nations. The outlay includes games — related expenditure, and also outlays
towards imparting the national capital with a first-class makeover. The detailed

expenditure grants are:

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MoYAS)
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1 | Sports Authority of India (SAI) Sports In'frastruc.ture for 5 2460
major stadia complex
. . Sports Fitness equipment &
2 | Sports Authority of India (SAI) Furnishings of Stadia 14.35
Delhi University (DU),
3 JamiaMilialslamia (JMI) & | Sports Infrastructure 350.71
Delhi Public School (DPS)
4 All India Tennis Association (AITA) Tennis venue 65.65
. Big Bore Shooting Range at
5 Central Public Works Department CRPF Centre, Kadarpur, 28,50
(CPWD)
Haryana
6 Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports | Re-creation of Sports facilities in 15.00
(MoYAS) NCR '
Sub-Total (Sports Infrastructure - MoYAS) 2934.21
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports .
7 (MoYAS) / Sports PreparaztloolnO of Teams for CWG 678.00
Authority of India (SAI)
8 | Organising Committee Conduct of the Games 1620.00*
9 | Organising Committee Overlays(Temporary structures) 687.00*
Timing Scoring Result (TSR) &
10 | Organising Committee Games Time  Sports 87.25
Equipment
11 Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd. Telecom Infrastructure 182.00
(MTNL)
Sub-Total (MoYAS) 3254.25

Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD)

12

Delhi Development Authority
(DDA)

Sports infrastructure

827.85

! As Loan to OC

’Out of this Rs. 187 Crores is a loan to PrasarBharati

*Funds to be provided to ECIL by various venue owning agencies as apportioned to them
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Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B)

PrasarBharati, Press Information
Bureau (PIB) and India
Trade Promotion

Organisation (ITPO)

Host Broadcasting, International
Broadcasting Centre and 482.57*
Main Press Centre

13

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)

Electronics Corp. of India Security and surveillance
14 Ltd.(ECIL)? equipment for stadia & 375.00
venues
Additional posts, security
15 | Delhi Police equipment and vehicles 172.00
etc
16 | Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) '”te"'gesr;it;r:ﬁ'c Management | 40.00

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW)

Sports Medicine and Injury
Centre, Safdarjung 70.72
Hospital

Ministry of Health and Family

17 Welfare (MoHFW)

Ministry of Culture

Archeological Survey of India
(ASI)

18 Refurbishment of monuments 25.75

Govt. of India

19 | Govt. of Delhi Sports and civic infrastructure 2800.00
Sports and civic infrastructure
20 Govt. of Mahe.arashtra & Civic and security for 351 48
agencies of Pune Commonwealth  Youth
Games, Pune 2008
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Note: The details of loan component out of Rs. 11,494 Crores is as follows

a. OC for Conduct of the Games Rs. 1,620 Crores
OC for Overlays (Temporary structures) Rs. 687 Crores

c. Prasar Bharati for Host Broadcasting Rs. 187 Crores
Total Loan Amount Rs. 2,494 Crores

Management of Organizing Committee, CWG 2010 has been facilitated

The Organising Committee (OC), a temporary body, will be conducting the CWG 2010.
Mr. Mike Fennell, Chairman, Commonwealth Games Federation had written a letter on
13 September, 2009 to the members of the Executive Board, expressing concern about
the deficiencies observed in its internal management of the OC. In order to strengthen
the management of the OC, and on the OC’s request, the Government immediately
deputed Sri Jarnail Singh, Secretary (Retd.) as CEO of OC. Two Additional Secretary and
two Joint Secretaries to Government of India, two of whom are Finance experts, have

also been deputed at suitably senior positions in the OC.

Group of Ministers overseeing preparations

While approving the provisioning of finances for the CWG 2010, the Cabinet directed
formation of a Group of Ministers (GoM), comprising of Minister of Urban Development
(as Chairman), Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Minister of Tourism & Urban
Poverty Alleviation, MoS (Home Affairs) and MoS (Finance). This GoM has been

mandated to assess and monitor progress, and to clear bottlenecks in respect of all
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aspects of preparation of the OC and all concerned Government agencies, for the
Games. The GoM meets every week for this purpose. LG, Delhi, CM Delhi and Chairman,

OC are invitees to the deliberations of the GoM.

Augmenting of finances of the Organizing Committee, CWG 2010

Government of India is giving finances to the O.C., on loan basis, for conduct of the
Games. The total outlay of Rs.2307 crores, as loan, has been expeditiously sanctioned by
the Union Cabinet, after due verification. This includes Rs. 1620 Crores towards conduct
of the Games, and Rs.687crores for setting up of temporary structures like marquees,
tents, ticket booths/spectator services/security checks, porta-cabins, Diesel Generating

(DG) Sets etc, which are required for only the duration of the Games.

Improving Financial Management of the Organizing Committee, CWG 2010

While increasing the budget of the O.C. on 5t November, 2009, the Cabinet has
constituted a Finance Sub-Committee, comprising of Secretary (Urban Development),
Secretary (Sports) and Special Secretary (Finance), who are Government nominees
within the Executive Board of O.C. This Sub-Committee scrutinizes all proposals that are
placed before the Executive Board for approval. This will have the effect of enhancing

oversight, transparency and efficiency in the conduct the Games.

Scheme of preparations of Indian Teams for CWG 2010

The Cabinet had, on 12.06.2008, approved for the first time ever in India a scheme with

an outlay of Rs. 678crore specifically designed to prepare Indian sportspersons for
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maximizing the medals tally in a major international multidisciplinary event i.e. the
CWG, 2010. Under the ‘Scheme for Preparation of Indian Teams for Commonwealth
Games, 2010’ comprehensive and intensive training and exposure both in India and
abroad is being provided to elite sportspersons (medal probables) with full scientific and
medical back up facilities. Top level Foreign and Indian coaches and support personnel

are working round the clock with the core probables. The highlights of the Scheme are:

° 1140 athletes from 17 disciplines approved as core probables, and imparted
intensive training . After evaluating outcomes of the training inputs, core
probables were pruned down for each discipline to 948 to ensure that the best

medal probables are given further training up to CWG 2010.
° 25 top level Foreign Coaches engaged
° 170 best Indian Coaches engaged

e 78 Sports personnel engaged (Sports Doctors, Sports Analyst, Physiotherapists,

Physical Trainers, Masseurs, Psychologists, Mental Trainers).

e  Since August, 2008, a total of 347 proposals related to participation/training of
Teams have been approved. About 2327 players (repeat visits included) were sent

abroad for training/competition.

YOUTH AFFAIRS

1. National Youth Corps Scheme launched
The Ministry had been implementing two youth volunteer schemes simultaneously, viz.,

National Service Volunteer Scheme (NSV) and Rashtriya Sadbhawana Yojana (RSY), in

which young boys and girls were enrolled as volunteers on fulltime basis for
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participating in youth development activities. The job assignments under the schemes

experienced duplication at times, resulting in functional overlapping.

Therefore a new scheme, called ‘National Youth Corps’ (NYC) has been launched,
amalgamating the existing two volunteer schemes. This is in pursuance of the UPA
Government’s priority area commitment. The new Scheme will enable young men and
women in the age group of 18-25 years to serve up to two years in nation building
activities. During their period of deployment, they would receive an honorarium to meet
their immediate expenses. The scheme will be implemented through Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan and will enroll 20,000 volunteers, of which 8,000 will be in Jammu &

Kashmir.

Introduction of National Programme for Youth & Adolescent Development

The Ministry has been implementing four, 100% Centre Schemes, namely, Promotion of
Youth Activities & Training, Promotion of National Integration, Promotion of Adventure
and Development and Empowerment of Adolescents. In order to reduce the multiplicity
of schemes, with similar objectives and in the context of Eleventh Five Year Plan, an
umbrella scheme entitled National Programme for Youth & Adolescent Development
has been introduced, with effect from 1% April 2008. Detailed discussions, on this
scheme, were held by the Minister, with the State Youth Ministers. Consequently, the
Ministry has now started the project, and funds are being released to the Project

Implementing Agencies, in the states.
During its first two years (2008-09 and 2009-2010) of implementation, Rs. 54.43 crore

was sanctioned to 14 All India Organizations and other Field Level NGOs in 14 States

under the scheme.
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3.

Youth exchange programmes

As part of an Agreement, between the Prime Minister of India, and the President of
China, 100 member youth delegation, visited China, from 29" of June to 8™ of July 2008.
The youth delegation was very carefully selected, to cover all States/UTs, and with 50%
representation of girls. This has a very good positive effect, towards the improvement
of youth to youth relation, between India & China. Another 100 member youth

delegation, visited China, in June 2009.

The Ministry played host to the return visit of 100 Chinese youth, to India from in
November, 2009. All arrangements were made by the Ministry, for making it a

successful visit.

The Ministry played host to the return visit of 100 Chinese youth, to India from China in
November, 2009.

The Ministry traditionally organises youth programmes of Indian youth with South
Korea, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, and SAARC countries. It is proposed to expand the
ambit of this programme to include youth exchanges with Iran, Turkey, Egypt, Brazil,
Austria and Switzerland, so the Indian youth get an experience of other societies,

culture, history and economies.

Minister has ensured gender justice by insisting on equal representation of females in all
such programmes of the youth. Care is also taken to ensure adequate representation of

youth from backward and remote areas.

Two fold increase in cash awards, to National Youth Awardees
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The Ministry presents National Youth Awards to 25 youth and to 1 voluntary
organization that have done exemplary work in social service. The number of award
winners may vary as per the discretion of the competent authority in the Ministry. In
order to attract more youth to social service, the Minister has increased the cash award
for National Youth Awardees, from Rs 20,000/- to Rs 40,000/- for individuals, and
from Rs 1.00 lakh to Rs 2.00 lakh, for youth organizations w.e.f. 2008-09.

5. Increase in cash awards to Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award

The Department of Youth Affairs, has instituted Tenzing Norgay National Adventure
Award with the objective to recognize the achievements of persons in the fields of
adventure, to encourage young people to develop the spirit of endurance, risk—taking,
cooperative teamwork and quick, ready and effective reflexes in challenging situations
and to provide incentive to the young people for getting exposed to the adventure
activities. The award inter-alia included a cash prize of Rs. 3.00 lakhs. From the year

2008-09, this cash prize has been increased to Rs. 5.00 lakhs.

7. National Youth Festival 2009

The National Youth Festival started in the year 1995, with the objective of propagating
concepts of national integration, communal harmony, brotherhood, courage and spirit
of adventure among youth of India. The Festival also provides a nation-wide exposure to
the youth for expression of their cultural prowess, on a common platform. It is an
annual event held in collaboration with a State Government, with the States being
chosen by rotation. The Central Government provides Central Assistance to the State

Government for organising the Festival.
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In order to enhance the profile of the festival, the Minister doubled the Central funding

to Rs 2.00 croresfrom the year 2008-09. The 14™ National Youth Festival was

successfully held in Amritsar, where in about 4000 youths, from the country
participated. The Vice President of India inaugurated the Festival, which was presided
over by Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports, on 12™ January 2009. The National
Youth Award was presented on the Opening Ceremonies, of the Youth Festival at

Amritsar.

National Youth Festival, 2010

The 15" National Youth Festival was organised by the Ministry in Bhubaneshwar from
8™ to 12" of January, 2010, in partnership with the support of Government of Odisha,
where about 5000 youth from all states of India, participated. The Festival got off to a
vibrant start, with inauguration by the Minster of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government
of India followed by folk dances from all parts of India, Sky-jumping show by Air Force,
Dare-Devil motorcycle stunts by the Army and a laser show. Various competitive and
non-competitive events were held during the festival. Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS), an autonomous body under the Ministry, was one of the major partners in
organising the festival. A Rock Band performance was held for the first time, in response
to its popularity in the North East. Other programmes like “Young Artist Camp”, “Yuva
Kriti” Exhibition and Food Festival, to showcase art, handicraft and cuisine from all
across the country attracted a wide section of the youth. Various adventure activities
like para-sailing and hot-air ballooning, which build leadership qualities, were added
attractions. Personality development was given weightage through “National Youth
Convention”, in which subject specialists deliberate on various social development
issues with youth, was organised by the National Service Scheme (NSS). “Suvichar”, an
interactive session of youth with eminent persons, with the objective of inspiring them,
which was organised by Rajiv Gandhi National Institute for Youth Development

(RGNIYD), Sriperumbudur, was specially aimed at the impressionable adolescent youth.
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10.

The National Youth Awards were distributed in the Festival. The Festival was one of the
best conducted so far, largely due to the personal attention to detail imparted by the

Minister as also the Chief Minister of Odisha.

North-East Youth Festival launched

The North East region of India, comprising of the Seven Sisters, possesses a remarkably
rich and diverse culture. However, in general, the youth of India are generally not
familiar with the North-East states of India. Various problems also afflict these states,
and in particular the youth. With a view to improve inclusiveness of the youth of the
north-eastern States of India with the rest of the country, Minister took the initiative to
launch a North East Youth Festival, for the first time, in October 2009, at Kohima, in
partnership with Government of Nagaland. Rs.1 crore was sanctioned by the Ministry

for this purpose.

About 1300 youth participated. Events like rock band contest, one act play, folk dance
and folk music, classical dance competitions and exhibition showcasing arts and crafts
from various parts of the country was also displayed during the event, which was well
appreciated by all. A large number of youth from various parts of India participated, and
interacted very closely with the youth of the North East. They have returned to their
homes, having deeply imbibed the culture, customs, and aspirations of their
counterparts of the North East. Such interactions greatly foster the spirit of a pan-

India nationalism.

Youth Hostels

Youth Hostels are built to promote youth travel within the country. These Hostels
provide good accommodation for youth at reasonable rates. There are presently 80 such

Hostels in India.
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e Rationalization of use of Hostels

On a review exercise, Minister observed that about a dozen Hostels are non-functional,
due to poor location, and with no viable chance of operations. Action has been
initiated, to either put them to alternate uses by the Ministry or, to hand over the

premises to the respective State Governments, for their use.

e Construction and refurbishment of Hostels

Twenty five Youth Hostels are being extensively renovated with modern amenities by
providing Rs.20 lakhs to each hostel. These include, Youth Hostels lying on the route of
the Baton Relay for the Commonwealth Games 2010, to receive young visitors during

the Relay.

The long-term objective is to undertake a stage-wise process of refurbishing all Youth

Hostels to bring them to a state of worthwhile use.

e New Youth Hostels inaugurated

Two new Youth Hostels have been inaugurated during 2009. The 44-bedded Youth
Hostel in Udhagamadalam (Ooty), Tamil Nadu was inaugurated by the Minister on 20"
of June, 2009. The Youth Hostel with State of Art technology and modern facilities in
Tarn Taran, which was completed within a record time of nine months, was
inaugurated on 18™ of November, 2009. The construction of Badrinath and Vizinagaram
KA Peta (Andhra Pradesh) Youth Hostels has also been completed. Other hostels, at
Jalhandar, Kadapa, Churachandpur(Manipur), Thoubal (Manipur) and Roing (Arunachal

Pradesh), are at advanced stages of construction.

e Reforms in management of Hostels
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e Amount for furnishing new Hostels has been enhanced from Rs.1.6 lakhs to
Rs.5 lakhs for each hostel

e Working capital of Rs.2 lakhs, for each new hostels introduced

e Remuneration of Hostel wardens has been enhanced from Rs.5,000/- p.m to
Rs.12,000 p.m., with performance-based incentives

e A policy decision has been taken to appoint fit and qualified ex-servicemen
from the Armed forces, as Wardens of each Youth Hostel from among the local
populace. The earlier practice of allowing Wardens to stay in the Hostel premises
has been discontinued, as it was often found to be leading to unauthorised
occupation of space by the Wardens.

e Receptionists to be appointed for each hostel, with a remuneration of Rs.6,000
p.m., with performance-based incentives

e Youth Hostels will also be used as a Youth Development Centres

e All Youth Hostels will be linked though a computer network, to enable online
and user-friendly reservation of accommodation

e The design and nomenclature of the recently built and under construction Youth

Hostels modified to optimise their space utilisation and bed capacity.

NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME (NSS)

Enhancement of cost norms, for NSS activities

The National Service Scheme (NSS) provides a platform for students to do, community

service, while undergoing their higher education, in colleges/universities. This is
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perhaps, the oldest scheme, in the Ministry, operating successfully since 1969.
However, due to very meagre financial norms, most colleges/universities have not been
able to conduct quality programmes, in the field. Taking this into account, the Ministry
has successfully moved a proposal with Expenditure Finance Committee and enhanced
the cost norms. The cost norms for the Regular Activities has been enhanced from the
existing Rs. 160/- and Rs. 200/- (for normal areas and hilly areas respectively) to Rs.
250/- per volunteer per annum and for Special Camping from the existing rates of
Rs.300/-and Rs. 400/-(for normal areas and hilly areas respectively) to Rs. 450/-per

volunteer per annum. The enhanced rates came into effect from 1.4.2010.

The concept of Self Financing Units has also been introduced, for NSS, so that
enthusiastic institutions can take benefit of this, unique student volunteer-ship

programme, in the country.

Rajiv Gandhi Adventure Scheme started for NSS volunteers

Hon’ble Minister was himself a keen mountaineer. Under his initiative, the Rajiv Gandhi
Adventure Scheme, a new adventure programme, was conceived and launched for
students of both genders, utilising the resources of experienced national
Mountaineering Institutes affiliated with the Ministry. The objective of the Scheme is to
promote leadership qualities, fraternity, team spirit and risk-taking capacity amongst

the youth.

The Scheme was launched on 26™ of June, 2009 . Its scope has been expanded to cover
other natural terrains, and is being conducted all over the country from the Himalayan
region in the north, to mountain Ranges of south India to the desert sands of

Rajasthan. It is proposed now, to include sea adventure camps also.
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The desert trekking camp involves treks and camel rides in the rolling sand dunes of
mystical and colourful Rajathan. Trekking in among the unique flora and fauna of the
Sahyadri Ranges in western and southern India, high-altitude snow trekking in
Himalayas and Special Adventure programmes in North Eastern States, will all be unique
by their very nature. The Scheme envisages giving exposure to youth of different parts
of the country to the flavour, ambience, culture and history of another part, to which
the participants could otherwise have no exposure. The goal is to make the youth aware

of the rich diversity of India.

During 2009-10, 2000 NSS volunteers, including 50% representation of females

participated in 100 Adventure Camps.

Mega Summer Camp for NSS volunteers introduced

In an effort to make National Service Scheme (NSS) more attractive to the youth and
also to improve their overall personality development, a Mega Summer Camp and
Adventure Camps have been introduced in the NSS for the first time. A Mega-Summer
Camp for 400 students, of 12 days’ duration will be held in one of the four regions of
India. The 12 days’ camp includes 7 days of camping activities and 5 days of educational
visit/local sightseeing. It is in this background that the first Mega Summer Camp was
held in June 2009 in Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD)
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu. There will be two Mega camps in each year, involving 400

students, during summer and winter holidays of colleges in the country.
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NEHRU YUVA KENDRA SANGATHAN (NYKS)

Re-organisation of NYKS

In a major restructuring of the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), it has now been

decided that instead of 18 Zonal Offices, all the 28 States, will have the State level

offices, to be headed by Zonal Director. This will provide the much needed coordination

with the State Governments, for strengthening youth works, by NYKS as well as
promotion avenues to the staff. Further the Ministry has approved in-principle, the

setting up of 122 new Nehru Yuva Kendras, in the uncovered districts in the country.

Convergence programmes by NYKS

A paradigm shift in the utilization of the vast network of NYKS and its field units has
commenced. In addition to its own youth programmes, which are somewhat bounded in
content and in financial resources, NYKS will now undertake programmes which
converge with various other government departments, for implementation of the
latter’s programmes . This will not only assist the other departments to utilize the vast
reach of the NYKS to the corners of India, but will provide financial resources and the
opportunity to the youth covered by NYKS to undertake its youth development activities

more effectively. Some convergence programmes, which have already commenced are:

e Youth capacity building and National Integration in the North East, in
collaboration with Ministry of Home Affairs

e Nirmal Bihar Total Sanitation Awareness Campaign in collaboration with
Department of Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation

e Implementation of Traditional Employability Skills Certification Project, in
which about 5000 persons have been awarded Skill Certificate by National
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Council for Vocational Training (NCVT), jointly implemented with Rajiv Gandhi
National Institute for Youth Development (RGNIYD), Sriperumbudur and Ministry
of Labour and Employment

e Voter Awareness Campaign, during Lok Sabha Elections in 2009 and State
Assembly Elections of Maharashtra and Jharkhand in 2009 on directions of
Election Commission

e Awareness Campaigns on HIV/AIDS, in implementation of 2" phase of Red
Ribbon Express Campaign with the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO)

e Cleaning of River Ganga drive, in collaboration with Ministry of Environment and
Forests.

J&K Youth Exchange Programme

It is imperative that the heart and mind of youth of Jammu & Kashmir continue to be
integrated with the rest of India. In one endeavour in this Ministry, NYKS is taking
Kashmiri youth to various parts of the country, under J&K Youth Cultural Exchange
Programme, to interact with their counterparts, and to facilitate a two-way exchange

of culture, friendship and brotherhood.

A three days’ Kashmir Dastkar Mela’ was also held at Dilli Haat, Pitam Pura, New Delhi
on 24" of January, 2009, specifically for the youth of J&K. The Mela had a tremendous
response, and the hundred Kashmiris, who participated, were simply delighted. It was

also made sure that they were given a good tour of Delhi.

Special Programme for girls, in border districts, re-introduced

The short term Vocational Training Programme for rural youth, which were highly
beneficial for rural youth, was discontinued from programmes of NYKS, earlier. There

were no exclusive schemes for girls, under NYKS. Recognising the constructive potential
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of the programme for rural youth, especially the girls, vocational training programmes
have been re-introduced. NYKS has been permitted to utilize their own programme
budget of Rs. 1.0 crore for the purpose. In 2008-09 and 2009-10 the programme was
implemented in 100 districts, selected from border areas, tribal & hilly districts, in the
country, on part funding by NYKS & part payment basis, by the girl trainees. This has
now been made an annual activity of NYKS, as it will enable self employment

opportunities for girls.

Sports Promotion Programme in Rural Areas

NYKS opens Youth Clubs in villages as an effective forum for carrying out youth
development. A clear decision has been taken by the Minister to promote them also as
Sports Clubs. This will lead to promotion of sports enthusiasm, fitness, leadership
gualities and character development among youth, and for dissemination of social
messages. NYKS will provide financial assistance to 100 sports clubs annually in each
district, for purchase of sports material, and conducting village games. For the current
financial year 2009-10, a budget provision of Rs. 5 Crore has been made to provide

financial assistance to 50018 youth clubs.

In addition, to popularize rural sports which require minimum infrastructure,
equipments and finances and to make sports as a way of life, Block/ District level
tournaments are organized in at least five Olympic/ Indigenous/ locally popular sports

and games. There is budget provision of Rs. 3.00 crore under the scheme.

These programmes are in addition to the PYKKA scheme being implemented for

encouraging sports in rural areas.
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North Eastern Bharat Parikrima Programme :

Bharat Parikrama Programme has the objective of providing opportunities to youth
from various parts of the North Eastern States to visit places of social, economic,
industrial, scientific, academic, historical, religious & tourist importance in different

parts of the country.

In February 2010, 79 youth, including 32 girls, from different districts of North Eastern
States interacted with youth of other States by way of travel, home stay and cultural
activities under this programme at Kolkata, Bhubaneshwar, Bhopal, Delhi and Lucknow.

Interactive programmes were organized by NYKS at various stations.
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Reforms in the Management of National Sports Federations, including the Indian Olympic

Association

With a view to promoting good governance in the management of National Sports Bodies,
particularly curbing the development of vested interests, the Government has, with certain
modifications, restored the tenure cap, which was kept in abeyance since October, 2001. The
decision was taken after thorough examination of the constitutions of major international
bodies, including the International Olympic Committee (I0C), most of which enforce such

tenure limits.

The Government has also taken into consideration the guidance and direction received from
Parliament in a debate held in Rajya Sabha on 22.04.2010 on the functioning of the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, in which Hon’ble Members of Parliament, across all political parties,
demanded strong measures from the Government to ensure good governance in National

Sports Bodies, including enforcement of tenure limit.

Most importantly, the Government had to take a conclusive decision on this matter in the light
of directives from the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi in a PIL filed on the mismanagement of
National Sports Bodies, recently. As per the revised regulation on tenures of office bearers of
National Sports Federations, including the Indian Olympic Association, the President can serve
for a maximum period of 12 years (which is the limit on the tenure of I0C President) against the
8 year limit that was applicable earlier. The Secretary and the Treasurer can serve for a
maximum of two successive tenures and stand for re-election after a gap of 4 years. The
revised tenure regulation will be applicable prospectively to all future elections, but will not

disturb the current tenure of office bearers who got elected through proper election process.

Compliance to the abovementioned regulation shall be mandatory to receive government
recognition and thereby to become eligible to receive financial as well as other forms of

assistance from Government of India such as railway concession, income tax exemption,
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custom duty exemption, etc. and to derive the authority to perform the public functions of
selecting and deputing the national teams for participation in recognized continental and world
level international sports competitions which involve representation of member countries; and

to represent the country in international associations, events, meets, conferences, etc.
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